


What Scientists  
Learned
Analyses suggest that 
PCB contamination 
could cause a decrease 
in the northern fur seal 
population. �e project 
proved that scientists 
and local subsistence 
users can work together 
to better understand 
natural systems, and share 
information that would 
otherwise be unavailable 
to researchers due to 
logistic and �nancial 
constraints.

Further Study
�e species examined in this study are sentinels of a changing ecosystem, and 
represent an important traditional food source for rural communities. Climate 
change and environmental pollution may be responsible for some of the unexplained 
developments in traditional food consumption. Continued monitoring of subsistence 
foods for both academic and local knowledge is necessary.

Integrating Science and Tradition: Ecosystem Monitoring through the 
Subsistence Harvests of the Pribilof Islands, Alaska

Pollock Conservation  
Cooperative Research Center

School of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences
University of Alaska Fairbanks
P.O. Box 757220
Fairbanks, AK 99775-7220
(907) 474-7210
http://www.sfos.uaf.edu/pcc/

Alaska hosts the world�s largest population of northern fur seals. They 
spend 7 to 10 months at sea, coming ashore once a year to breed on 
Bogoslof Island in the Aleutians and on St. George and St. Paul islands 
in the Bering Sea. Credit: Jo-Ann Mellish, UAF/SFOS


