


around controls. In 
winter, �sh were fewer but 
more evenly distributed. 
Habitat characteristics 
were not signi�cantly 
di�erent between Steller 
haulouts and control 
sites. All sites had seasonal 
cover of canopy-forming 
kelp, and overstory algal 
cover was heavy down to 
21 m. At approximately 
27 m the habitat changed 
abruptly from kelp 
covered bedrock to bare 
gravel and shell hash. 
While nearshore �sh were 
an important component 
of Steller diets, results 
from this study do not indicate that �sh assemblages at haulouts are substantially 
di�erent from other headland sites, other than the greenling and rock�sh populations.
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Bull kelp, Nereocystis luetkeana, provides nearshore habitat for Steller 
sea lion prey. credit: Heloise Chenelot, UAF/SFOS


