


species of jelly�sh: �sh 
eggs were among the 
most important dietary 
components of both 
species. Because the 
density distribution 
of jelly�sh on the 
southeastern shelf overlaps 
extensively with the 
distribution of spawning 
pollock, predation on �sh 
eggs may be an important 
factor in the dynamics 
of pollock and other �sh 
stocks on the southeastern 
Bering Sea shelf. 
Moreover, zooplankton 
that are important prey 
of pollock, salmon, and 
other species were also consumed in large numbers by jelly�sh, raising the possibility 
that competition with jelly�sh, in addition to predation by jelly�sh, could be a factor 
in dynamics of �sh populations. 
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Crystal jelly�sh, Aequorea, are abundant in the Bering Sea. They feed 
on soft-bodied animals and zooplankton. Credit: Heloise Chenelot, UAF/SFOS


