


Researchers also discovered 
that some regions 
designated as critical 
habitat appear to be 
little used by sea lions, 
while other areas that 
are likely heavily used by 
sea lions have no o�cial 
designation. Results also 
suggest that the Gulf of 
Alaska is more important 
in terms of sea lion habitat 
than the Bering Sea. 

Further Study
Continued development 
of the Steller sea lion 
habitat model is needed, 
as well as development of 
analytical methods to test its validity and evaluate the degree of overlap between sea 
lion habitat and commercial �shing e�ort. �e tools being developed to accomplish 
these research objectives are evolving into a software system capable of evaluating 
management decisions regarding commercial �sheries and Steller sea lions. 
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Sunset at Dutch Harbor�Unalaska, the nation�s top seafood port in  
annual volume landed. Credit: Kurt Byers, Alaska Sea Grant


