


Interactions among Steller Sea Lions, Pollock, and Herring and an Examination
of Variability Associated with Acoustic Surveys of Pollock

in that location had also
disappeared. Despite
two intensive, day and
night surveys on pollock
concentrations, not a
single Steller sea lion
was observed above any
pollock concentration.

As a result of the PCCRC
study, researchers
concluded that marine
mammal foraging on
herring in Prince William
Sound has contributed

to precipitous declines in
the herring population.
Further, they believe that
declines in both herring
and Steller sea lion

populations in the sound are closely linked.

Researchers found that infrared scanning technology is an effective tool for
nighttime detection of Steller sea lion foraging activity.

From a boat, researchers deployed this “tow fish” device with an
acoustic scanner attached to detect schools of herring relative to the

presence and number of Steller sea lions.
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