


Do Steller Sea Lions Have Enough to Eat?

data for appropriate sized
individuals, the species
has been considered to
be of comparatively low
nutritional value to sea
lions.

e rates of decline were
proportional to increased
corticosterone levels in
animals. In addition, there
was a strong negative
relationship between
levels of stress hormones
and progesterone, a
measure of female
reproductive function.
However, there was no
relationship between levels of stress hormones and diet quality. e results suggest that
physiological stress might have contributed to the population decline of sea lions, but
that diet is an unlikely cause of that stress.

Steller sea lions.
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