


class tended to be around 
18 months old. �e 
increase in tT3 indicates 
an elevation in metabolic 
rate of these animals. �is 
�nding could be due to 
weaning, molt, or the 
inability of the animal 
to regulate its internal 
temperature. 

Further Study
�e physiology of juvenile 
Steller sea lions needs 
additional study to 
understand the impact of 
environmental change on 
metabolic homeostasis in  
young, developing sea lions.
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Steller sea lions, some with brands applied by scientists to help 
monitor individual animals from year to year.
Credit: Lorrie Rea, ADFG, under MMPA permit 358-1888


